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Stockton Campus Teaching School 
Myton Park Primary School is now a strategic partner of the Stockton Campus 
Teaching School. We are very proud of this and will be working in partnership with 
the other strategic partners to support schools across Stockton to develop effective 
practice. 
 

Sainsbury’s Gold Award. 
We have achieved the Sainsbury’s Gold Award. This is a reflection of our work to 
encourage the children to have a healthy attitude and to develop participation in 
sports. Our Sports Crew and Playground Buddies contribute to this, as does our 
participation in a variety of sports competitions and activities. We are committed to 
continuing this excellent practice. Watch out for the coming news from the 
Playground Buddies and the Sports Crew. 
 

School Council 
The children have had a visit from Stuart Levin of Stockton Borough Council. He took 
an assembly to explain to the children the principles and workings of a democracy. 
Following this, children who wanted to stand for School Council put their names 
forward, shared their ideas and then the children took part in a vote, using a real 
balloting booth which we borrowed from the council. As a result our school council 
has been elected and they have begun to meet with Mrs Ball. Watch this space to 
see what their priorities are for this year.  
 

British Values 
We continue to work to develop a solid set of British values in school. This is 
reflected in our democratic voting in the school council elections and our drive to 
secure a solid set of values within our school community. These are reflected in the 
behaviours we actively encourage in school of being caring, determined, respectful, 
polite, cheerful, honest, generous, forgiving, responsible, enthusiastic, smart and 
resilient.  
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning – in the afternoon. 
Many thanks for your support. The staff and children were very touched by your 
enthusiasm and generosity. Macmillan is always something close to people’s hearts 
– with so many of us being touched by the devastating consequences of cancer. We 
raised a fabulous total of £350.00.  
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Computers 
We continue to work hard to replenish our computer stock and have recently replaced 
20 computers across school. This maintains our ability to have a fully working ICT 
suite in school which has such a positive impact on the children’s education.  
 

Dutch Teachers 
We welcomed some Dutch teachers to school to observe the children undertaking a 
lesson with a teaching thinking theme. They visited Year 2 and were very impressed 
by what they saw. This is an ongoing partnership which is proving to be very 
beneficial to school. It has enabled us to access some excellent training, which is 
the result of rigorous research undertaken through Newcastle University.  We plan, 
over the next two years to embed approaches which will work to develop the 
children’s “learning muscles” with focus on thinking, questioning, persevering and 
analysing. As the project develops we will be sharing this approach in more detail 
with you.  
 

Gardening Project 
Our gardening project is a great success, thanks to our volunteers and the 
enthusiasm of the children. This term has seen some excellent harvests – with a 
range of vegetables being picked. They have also been busy planting spring bulbs 
to help enhance our environment even further. If you would like to become involved – 
or you have a family member who may want to become involved – then do be in 
touch., The volunteers are hoping to get a group together that will mean people will 
only need to do one session a month. If you work shifts, or you can’t make every 
week – that really doesn’t matter. The more the merrier!  

 

 

Attendance 
Our attendance continues to be good, which is due to your support in ensuring that 
your child develops a positive attitude towards attending school. May we remind 
you of the need to ensure that they are absent for 48 hours after the last episode of 
sickness/diarrhoea. I must add though, that our unauthorised absence due to 
holidays has gone up slightly over the past academic year. The Governing Body 
currently does not fine, but this is reviewed on an annual basis in response to both 
our attendance figures and Government advice. It really is important that you 
consider very carefully when planning family holidays. 

 

Staff News 
We have welcomed Mr Harvey to school to begin his training with us over the next 
two years. He has made a fantastic start to his teaching career and is a real asset 
to Myton Park.  
Mrs Hargrave will begin her maternity leave at the Christmas break. Year 3 will be 
taught by Mrs Roberts (not to be confused with Mrs Roberts in Reception) who will be 
joining us in January. Mrs Roberts comes with a great deal of experience and we are 
looking forward to welcoming her in the New Year. 
I know you will have realised that Mrs McGilligan has been unable to return to 
school in September. We hope to be able to update you further on this later in the 
term.  



 
 

Class News 
Nursery 
The children in nursery have settled very well, both those returning after the 
summer and the new starters.  We have spent a lot of time working on rules and 
routines so that the children feel happy and confident. 
We have introduced key worker groups and have spent time getting to know the 
children and encouraging them to talk about their homes and families.  The 
children love traditional tales and we have incorporated The Three Little Pigs into 
our work on houses and homes.  The children were brilliant at taking on roles!! 
We have been out in our school grounds looking for signs of Autumn and have 
talked about the changes – leaves falling, colder, shorter days and animals 
hibernating.  The Little Red Hen has provided a good opportunity to talk about 
sharing and helping others. 
We are looking forward to next half term when we will be inviting our children to 
bring their family to nursery.  These sessions will take place on Monday 23 
November for morning/beginning of the week children and Friday 27 November for 
afternoon/end of the week children.  More details to follow.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
Reception 
Reception are settling really well in to their new class and are starting to follow 
simple daily routines. They have been using different areas in our classroom like 
the playdough area, the workshop, the mark making area and the role play area. 
This is helping them learn through play and develop skills in literacy, mathematics 
as well as improving their fine motor skills and understanding of the world around 
them. The children have been accessing the outdoor area and learning through play 
in the great outdoors. The new mark making area outside is particularly popular! The 
children are also accessing the computer suite once a week and working on their 
physical developing in P.E. The children are currently learning all about Harvest in 
preparation for our Harvest Assembly. Before half term all the children will be going 
on a short local area walk to look at how the leaves on the shrubs and trees are 
changing with the changing seasons. We are hoping to repeat this next half term to 
see if the children notice any difference. Thank you for your continued support at 
home including regular reading and practising action words. Please feel free to pop 
in to share reading with us at 2:50pm every Wednesday. 
Year 1 
We have had a fantastic start to our year!  We are working hard on our phonics and 
our writing is improving every day. We have written some wonderful stories about 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and we have even designed and printed some new 
wallpaper for Willy Wonka!  
In history we have been learning about George Stephenson and we have enjoyed 
finding out about the Stockton and Darlington Railway.   
In maths, we have used Numicon to help our addition and subtraction and we have 
loved our work on 2D and 3D shapes.   
We are learning different ways to move in PE and have enjoyed balancing and using 
different equipment to help us.  Our PE days are Thursday and Friday.  Please con 
you ensure that clothes are labelled with your child’s name as it is often tricky to 
find the right owner. 
Thank you for your continued support – we are looking forward to learning lots more 
next half term! 
 Year 2 
We have been working on our handwriting in preparation for the handwriting 
challenge!  In English we have made a robot, a drink of juice and a jam sandwich 
to help us with instruction writing.  We enjoyed learning our poem for the Harvest 
Festival.  We went to the library, which was fun, and we are looking forward to going 
again soon. 
 
 



 
Year 3 
The children have settled in really well and are working hard.  They have really 
enjoyed swimming and we have found that going every day for 2 weeks has worked 
very well.  Our topic this term is Ancient Egypt and we have found out lots of 
interesting information.  We really enjoyed learning about mummification.  It was 
very gory!!! 
In English we have looked at recounts, instructions and reports.  We are trying 
really hard to remember all of the key features to improve our work. 
In Maths we have been learning to use place value to help us understand the 
meaning of numbers.  We are working on explaining and understanding why w use 
various concepts.  We can add and subtract 2 digit and 3 digit numbers using 
different methods.  We are trying really hard to learn our times tables as these are 
really important. 
Year 4 
The children in Year 4 have made an excellent start and have settled quickly.  We 
have really enjoyed learning about Ancient Egypt.  So far, we have studied Howard 
Carter’s discovery of Tutankhamun, hieroglyphics, death masks and mummification. 
In English, the children have studied stories from other cultures, including Egypt.  
They have also had the opportunity to write persuasively and are currently 
developing their use of description. 
In maths, we have adapted well to carrying out challenging number operations and 
are all making steady progress. 
Currently, the year 4 preparations for Harvest Festival are well underway and they 
are looking forward to performing in front of family and friends. 
 
Year 5 
Year 5 have had a great start to the new school year.  We are really enjoying our 
World War Two topic; so far we have found out about what life was like at home at 
the breakout of war and during The Blitz.  We wrote some fantastic poems using 
feelings and personification to describe a night in the blitz.  We have enjoyed our 
focus on poetry this half term and have written some funny ones and practised our 
performance skills. 
We are trying to improve our times tables with our daily challenges and practice.  
We are getting much quicker. 
Please remember, PE is on Tuesdays and Thursdays so PE kits must be in school. 
Homework is given out on a Friday to be completed for the following Tuesday.  Please 
encourage your child to complete this and to share with you what they are doing. 
Year 6 
We have had an extremely busy first half term with lots of learning and fun!  As 
part of our World War Two topic we have been thinking about famous figures in 
history i.e. Winston Churchill and have enriched our learning with a visit to Eden 
Camp.  Our life skills were enhanced through a visit to Crucial Crew.  Cleveland Fire 
Brigade, Stockton Road Safety Team, Northern Gas and the Anti-Social Police Team 
delivered workshops with important messages 
Our ultimate experience has to be our outdoor residential to Robin Wood.  The 
children (and staff) tackled climbing, caving, archery, a stream walk, the giant 
swing, Dragon’s Quest and lots more.  The children’s amazing attitude and behaviour 
was complimented – we were very proud of them! 

 

Future Dates 

Friday 23rd October 15   Children break up for October half term 
Monday 2nd November 15  Children return after October half term 

Friday 18th December 15  Children break up for Christmas holidays 
 

 


