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Autumn Term 2 2018 
 
Food Bank 
The Thornaby foodbank were delighted with your very kind donations of coats and winter clothes for 
their families. Your donations helped 47 families facing a cold winter without adequate clothing for 
themselves and their children. Your kindness will certainly be making a difference. Thank you so much.  
 
There were actually more donations than they could manage, so I took the surplus to Daisy Chain, as it 
is one that school has supported in the past, and we know makes a difference to so many families across 
Teesside.  
 
Curriculum 
The children have really enjoyed our new curriculum. They have demonstrated great interest in the 
topics, with some wonderful displays being created across school. Many children have really excelled in 
producing some fabulous homework tasks, showing great initiative and interest.  
The Time Tables Rock Stars is really being embraced by the children, which is so good to see. Many tell 
with me with great pride, how much they are improving and they get so excited by seeing their 
collection of coins growing. The benefit of hard work is certainly very visible to many through this 
resource.  Please do continue with this wonderful attitude – as this rapid recall will certainly help them 
as they move through school. 
 
We have worked hard this past term to encourage the children to take a real pride in their work and to 
present their work as well as they can. This has proved to be a successful focus with has had real 
impact across school. Please do encourage the children to maintain this. It’s such an important quality to 
have in our approach to work. It is a pleasure to look at most books and to see what the children are 
producing.  
 
We have also been working hard to encourage the children to read more regularly. Our children show 
good decoding skills, applying phonic knowledge well and they can discuss the texts effectively. Our 
phonics scores were excellent last year and our key stage 2 results were far higher than the national 
average (we were in the top 10% in the country for attainment), but fluency continues to be an issue for 
some children. (This is the speed at which they read) This can only be developed by regular practice, 
and this could make such a difference to so many and mean that even more of our pupils can attain 
above the expected levels, which can only serve to help them reach their full potential as they move 
through school and onto secondary school.  
Reading is the backbone of all learning and we aspire for all of our children to have excellent reading 
skills. Please do continue to support your children at home with this.  
 
Attendance 
Many thanks for your continued support with excellent attendance levels being attained across school. 
Please do remember that we will now be issuing penalty notices to those families where a child misses 
more than 10 sessions (5 days of school) due to holidays.  
Your support for the 48 hour rule of sickness and diarrhoea in very much appreciated. This does help to 
reduce the spread and helps care for all member do our school family.  
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Christmas Fayre 
This year saw a stunning total of £1032 raised for school funds. A huge thank you to those staff and 
parents who supported the Fayre and to families who attended the event. Your commitment to school 
really will help to make a difference to the children.  We have a very committed core of helpers on the 
PTA and their work makes such a difference. 
 
Car Park 
The car park is on track to be completed by the 7th January 2019. Once this has been signed off by the 
PFI Company and the Diocese, then the car park at All Saints will be handed over for the Sports Centre 
to be built.  
 
Preston Park 
We have done some recent work with Preston Park and they have kindly donated some logs and 
resources to help with our development of resources for our EYFS outdoor area. 
 
Gardening Project 
The gardening project has once again achieved a great deal across school. They have dismantled the 
bug hotel and redeveloped it into several smaller stations to enhance its impact. The willow has been 
tidied up and more bulbs have been planted. The winter veg has been harvested and in the new year 
there will be garlic bulbs ready for sale. 
The volunteers, led by Mr Coles do a wonderful job, but if you would like to join them, then do be in 
touch. They are always on the lookout for extra pairs of hands. 
 
APP 
The APP has proved a huge success with some very positive feedback rom parents and carers. 
After a successful trial period, we will be adopting the APP fully and it will be integrated into our 
school systems. Many thanks for your support with this and please do continue to keep up to date with 
what is happening in school.  
 
Christmas in School 
The children have all worked so very hard, with the help and encouragement of staff, to produce some 
excellent performances. It is always such a wonderful time in school when we can come together as a 
school family and enjoy many wonderful moments. It was such a pleasure to watch the children enjoying 
themselves and putting on such wonderful shows and sharing the nativity in Church. 
Years 1 – 6 visited St Francis and we partook in a Christingle service with some lovely singing and  
once again the PTA have generously supported the trip to the ARC and the children will enjoy 
Christmas parties this week. 
We wish you all a wonderful Christmas with loved ones, and send our warmest wishes to those of you 
who will be spending a first Christmas without some loved ones.  
We hope you have the opportunity to spend some time together with family and friends, making special 
memories with those you treasure. 
We wish you all a prosperous New Year and thank you for all the support you give us.  Myton Park is 
such a lovely place to be and we look forward to another successful year.    
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Class News 
Nursery 
This half term we have been talking about autumn and the changes that occur at this time of year.  We 
have been outside looking in the school grounds for signs of autumn and have filled in our own charts to 
show our findings.  We have sorted leaves by colour, shape and size and have used them to print in the 
playdough and painting areas. 
We have talked about animals that hibernate and have used non-fiction books and the internet to find 
information.  We have enjoyed preparing for Christmas – we hope you enjoyed our crib service in the 
church and look forward to our party and Christmas crafts.   
Have a lovely Christmas and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
Reception 
This half term our topic has been “where do squirrels hide their nuts?”  We went for an Autumn walk 
around the school grounds looking for signs of Autumn.  We have been reading stories about animals 
going into hibernation.  We have also made muffins for the squirrels, we put them into our wildlife area.  
We also went on a trip to do funky feet, this was very exciting and we had to do lots of different 
activities. 
The children were amazing in the Crib service, Christmas crafts and singing.  We are finishing this term 
with our Christmas party. 
Have a lovely Christmas and we will see you in the New Year. 
Year 1 
In Year 1, this half term has been very busy.  We have managed to include some fabulous activities for 
our topic “Moon Zoom” whilst practising for our Christmas Performance and enjoying Christmas crafts. 
In English we have been improving our sentence writing by practising capital letters, finger spaces, 
full-stops, neat handwriting and using our phonic knowledge to support our spellings.  We have listened 
to some lovely stories and completed excellent writing activities such as character descriptions.  During 
this half term the children have learnt the difference between a noun, verb and adjective. 
In Maths, the children have been taking part in many activities using numbers to 20 such as counting, 
ordering, recognising, number bonds and addition and subtraction. 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed the “Moon Zoom” topic especially our class book “Midnight on the 
Moon”.  In Science we have learned all about materials and their properties.  In Computing we have 
created aliens and space-ship pictures using 2paintapicture for class displays and in Art and DT, we 
designed and built our own spaceships with junk materials.  RE has centred on the “Christmas Story” and 
in Music and PE the children have been learning how to move and sound like aliens and spacemen. 
In all it has been an enjoyable half term but we are looking forward to our new topic “Bright Lights, 
Bright City”. 
Can I take this opportunity to thank all parents for supporting their children with reading, spellings 
and homework.  Please do ensure the children are only supported when necessary when completing their 
homework. 
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Year 2 
We have had a fantastic half term and really enjoyed our Muck, Mess and Mixtures topic.  In Maths 
we have become better at addition and subtraction and have loved working with money.  It would be 
great if children could continue recognising and adding coins and notes during the holidays.  In English, 
we have written stories, instructions, poems, letters and reports.  We are becoming fantastic readers! 
Thank you for reading so much at home – it really does make an impact on fluency and comprehension.  
We have loved our science this half term and have investigated lots of different everyday materials.  We 
love PE in Year2 and we have really enjoyed learning more about dance and gymnastics.  We are so 
proud of the children who represented Myton Park at the heats and finals of a gymnastic competition.  
They are so proud of their medals. 
We wish you a very Merry Christmas.  Thank you for your continued support.  It really is appreciated. 
Year 3 
We have studied the Stone Age this half term examining tribes and how they learned to survive during 
early civilisation.  We created our own cave art having studied early cave art created thousands of years 
ago.  In Maths, we have worked really hard to develop out times table knowledge.  We have used times 
tables rock stars frequently and won numerous battles with our year groups. 
In English, we have created our own adventure stories, using settings, characters and narratives. We 
have really worked hard to develop our descriptive writing skills to improve our story writing. 
We have also studied non-fiction including newspapers.  We have written our own newspaper articles 
about the Stone Age creature, The Woolly Mammoth.  In Science, we have been earning about light and 
dark.  We have conducted investigations testing the most effective materials to reflect light.  We have 
also spent a lot of time rehearsing for the Christmas performance, which we thoroughly enjoyed. 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Year 4 
We have had another action packed half term. The children have been transported back to 1066 and the infamous battle 

of Hastings. We have loved finding out about the four main protagonists and how William the Duke of 
Normandy fought his way to the English throne. This all culminated in our very own re-enactment 
during our family assembly. The stand out event of the term came when we embarked on our first ever 
Year 4 residential. A picturesque little place called Malham Tarn was our destination, our theme was 
survival (the children, not the staff). We tackled each and every task with vigour, determination and 
huge smiles on our faces, especially when the children had to make up their own beds! We couldn’t have 
been more proud of each and every one of the class.  
We have embraced Times Table Rock Stars, which has seen the whole class make huge improvements 
with their table facts and fluency, giving them more confidence in maths lessons. During the term, we 
have been slowly building up our watercolour paintings producing some fantastic results that will be on 
display in the new year.    
Thank you for all of you support 
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Year 5 
What an exciting and busy half term we have had in Year 5.  Our class learning topic this term has 
been Stargazers and we had so many questions that we wanted to answer about space; this topic 
definitely sparked our curiosity.  From writing mnemonics to help us remember the order of the planets, 
to carrying out experiments using parachutes to investigate gravity and air resistance, this topic has 
certainly provided us with lots of interesting opportunities to learn something new.  Our class assembly 
was based on the 1969 Moon Landings.  We retold the significant events of the moon landing through 
drama and song, which helped us remember the events for our writing in English.  We also enjoyed a 
fantastic visit to the Life Centre in Newcastle.  Whist we were there we took part in a workshop called 
Destination Space. We tested the absorbency of a space nappy and we had the chance to operate a 
robotic arm just like the ones on the International Space Station.  We thoroughly enjoyed the 
Planetarium experience, where we learned lot of interesting facts about each planet in our Solar System.  
We finished our day with the exciting 4D motion ride which had a Polar Express theme.  What a 
fantastic half term we have had!!! 
Year 6 
We have had another busy half term.  Our topic has been Darwin’s Delight and we have particularly 
enjoyed following David Attenborough’s Dynasties, basing our reading comprehension and writing around 
this. 
We have taken part in a number of sporting activities including football.  Year 6 have developed their 
Road Safety through taking part in Stockton’s Annual Road Safety Quiz and completing their Bikeability 
Level 2. 
We enjoyed Conyers’ production of Bugsy Malone and had a fantastic time celebrating our last 
Christmas at Myton Park. 
Thank you for all your support. 
The Hub 
This half term the children in the hub have been learning about space. At the beginning of the half 
term the children found a spaceship crashed in their classroom, they investigated the area and found 
clues about who had landed. They enjoyed exploring objects the aliens had left and in Science have 
been working on exploring, describing and sorting materials. In art the children designed and made 
their own aliens, using salt and water colours. They have learnt about the planets in our solar system 
and created papier-mâché versions. In Computing, the children have used Beebots to give instructions 
to and program to reach a destination. They have enjoyed reading a range of fictional stories about 
aliens and have been using adjectives to describe a character. They have created their own story maps 
to help with their writing. In Maths, the children have been working on their knowledge of place value, 
recognising numbers, subitising amounts and understanding tens and ones. They have been working on 
their problem solving and reasoning skills. The children have worked hard learning their Christmas songs 
and we hope you enjoyed watching them in their Christmas performance.  
School Council 
This half term school council have been busy organising and preparing a variety of events in school. 
These include Diwali, where school councillors ran their year groups Mela stalls. They canvassed for 
ideas for Children in Need and it was their idea to host the Bake Off Auction, which raised £537 for the 
charity. Every year at Christmas, school council hold a thank you party for all the volunteers and 
governors in school; this year they excelled at welcoming and serving our guests. School council would 
like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported our school throughout the year so far. 
Merry Christmas everyone! 
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PE 
This term year 5 and 6 competed at the indoor athletics competition for Stockton. They faced fierce 
competition from many other schools and managed to finish 2nd! They competed over many athletic events 
so this is an amazing achievement.  
Reception participated in a multisport afternoon which consisted of lots of fun activities for the children 
to enjoy. These activities included using skipping ropes, hoops, balls and a parachute. The children loved 
the afternoon and their behaviour was excellent. 
6 of our Y2 children competed in a cluster gymnastics competition. They managed to finish 2nd in the 
cluster, meaning they would then move on to represent Stockton at the county finals. At the county finals 
the children were up against the best gymnasts across Tees Valley. They managed to finish 4th at these 
finals which is an incredible achievement! Two of our children managed to walk away with individual 
medals one silver and one bronze. A massive well done to all our super gymnasts! 
 
Future Dates 

 
 

 
 

 

 

21st December 18     Last day of this term 
24th December 18 – 4th January 19   Christmas holidays 
7th January 19     Children return to school after Christmas holidays 
1st February 19     PD Day 
18th February – 22 February 19   Half term 
25th February 19     Children return to school after half term holiday 
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